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The Exotic and Ancient: Egypt and Turkey 

In 1911, Jane Peterson talked lo a reporter for the 

Cl11cngo Trili11m• about her e,perience painting 
in North Afrirn. The interview took place in the 

context t)f Pctcrc,on's well-received one-woman 

show at the Chicago Art Institute in December 1910. 

The headline of the story, "In the Garden of Allah 

Lands" referenced a scn-;ational best- elling book 
first published in 1905 about a British woman who 
traveled to f'\orth Africa to find herself, and also 
di-cO\ercd c;Leamy romance under the desert sun. 
Peterson was interviewed standing in front of one 

of her works, painted in Kalrouan, Tunis. The Elgin 

nati\'e was suitably dec;cribcd for Trib1t11t' readers 

as "an amazingly young woman of ncr\'C and 

charm, with the soft tinkle of oriental jewelry about 
her and the dull glimmer of gold embroideries." 

Peterson regaled the reporter with stories about the 

difficulties of painting on the street in '.\Jorth Africa. 

"To paint in Africa one needs an in-guide and 

sometimes the assistance of the police." Peterson 
went on to describe the circumstances of l)ne such 

street scene. 

If it hadn't been for the ingenuity of 

my guide Mohammed, I'm sure I 

shou Id never have been able to paint 
this street at all. The minute l set up 
my easel a crowd began to gather 
around. J think in a few minutes 

there must have been fully 200 natives 

pushing and jostling each other to try 
to discover what was going on and 
incidentally ruining the view. I told 

Mohammed he must make them go 
away and poor :\lohamm�d wheedled 

87 



Abow. 
Jane Pet.:-rson, Cnt< Sam· - Co11,tm1t11111p/t>, n.d., Oil on 
canvas, l , 1 1 � in. (-t5.72, -tt>.3 cm). Antin) mou, 
Lender. Photograph by Bill Kipp. 

Left from top: 
Photograph, Jane Pett>r�on with artbt Arrah Lee Caul in 
Constantinople, c. JQ2-t. Jane Peter">on Paper,, 1907-19"11. 
Arduves oi American Art. Sm1th-;cmian ln-.tJtuhon. 

Jant> Pt>ter-.lm, ·\ 811�1( C<1nrcr, T11111:-, c. 1910, Oil on cam aft, 
2-1 , 1 S in (60. 96 , -15.72 cm). Caldwell Galler�, Hudson 

and begged and commanded, but with 
not a particle of effect. I \\1as just 

about to give it up when Mohammed, 

who had disappeared for a minute, 
came back with a pail of water and 
began to thro\\' it in handfuls in a 
circle around w,, shouting . . .  "get 
out" [in Arabic] at them constantly. 

The crowd (ell back so that the vista 

I wanted was disclosed and as long 

as Mohammed kept throwing his 
handfuls of water I was able to paint 
in peace., 

She went on to emphasize the "otherness" o( \Jorth 

Africa, telling the story of a fourteen-year-old 

Bedouin girl she painted, who had been married 
at twelve. When he had accumulated the marriage 
price, her husband arrived two years later to take 
her away to the desert; Peterson was told that the 

girl "wept and fought ,vhen he carried her off." 

Peterson's forays in search of beautiful subjects 

continued throughout her career, and though she 
added domestic destinations-most notably, Palm 
Beach, Florida -to her list of preferred locations, 

she continued to tra\·el to Europe v,•henevcr 

the international situation allowed. Peterson 

meticulously documented her 192--l trip to Turke) 

in papers, now held by the Smith'-ontan. The notes, 
written retrospecti,·ely, perhaps as an intended 
memoir, are autobiographical and relate the artists' 

impressions and opinfons. 

The story begins characteristically: While peaking 
with fellow painter, Philadelphian Arrah Lee Gaul 
(1883-1980), Gaul asked Peter-on about her plans for 
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the following summer. Pl'ter:.on 'laid that though ..,he pl,rnncd to go to 

Cu rope c;hc hadn t wt decided ,, here G.,ul ,ang the pra1<:c-, oi Turke), 

which "he had ,·isitcd with her missionan parl'nts the prti'\'IOU'- war. It 

"as "the most be,,utiful the mo-;t unusual, the mo-.t fa-.cinating place. 
\\1n don't we go to Turkey?" Thi-. wa-, catnip tor Petcr,on. She 

1rnmediatelv agn•ed. Gaul, hm, ever, cautioned Pl•terson. "Be careful 

not to let rn, father and mother know that I am planning to go to 

Turke) , because they would forbid it."14 

Though Peterson ., note, ofter no c,planat1on for this cunou::. 
,;tatemenl, a look at the international situation in 192-+ make-; it clear. 
fhe conte,t ot the Turke) trip wa., far more frau�ht than her 1910 
, 1sib tu l\orth Africa and Eg) pt, .,_,·hen, -.he could e,pcrnmce all the 

c,ohcism of a \\Orld accessible to \\'estcm currencie armed onh with 

a Baedeker's guide. B) 192-t howc,er, \\orld \\ar I had d1 .. rnembered 

the Ottoman Empire of which Tmkey had been a part. 

fhe Turki-,h "\Var ot Independence" (1919-22) a�ain l the Greek'> 
\\a., fought on Turkish soil. As the Greeks wilhdrew, the,· pursued 

a 'c;corched earth' pohc, The nc\, nation that ,, as forged, Turke, , 
was an upstart nation, poor, backward (bv Western standards), and 

left -..moldering lb attitude toward Greeks, Western European.., and 
Chri..,tian., wa-. not \,clcoming. It il, ea'>y to see why Arrah Gaul'-. 
parent:, cautionl!d their daughter again.,t \'iSiting. On the other hand, 
the \'ictonous Turkish Commander and fir..,t head of .talc, Muc;tafa 

Kemal (later known a:. Kemal Ala turk), understood the need of Western 

aid and 1m·estment to "modernize" Turke� -;o that it could tai..e 1b 

place among the famih of -;o\'ereign c;tate .... Kemal'-, planned "reforms" 
included the separation of religion from governance, ci, ii rights tor 
women, uni\ er.,al pnmal'\ education for boy� and girl-,, the abohhon 

of Sharia, and, especiallv for men, modem clothing, sub-,lltuting the 

homburg for the fo/. Peter-,on's 1oumaJs reflect a -,trong .,wanmec;-; of 

the conditions m Turkey ac; he found them in 1924. 

Lndaunted b� thl tens10ns, Petl•r,on and Gaul met in P,m..,, as 
planned, and set out for Constantinople on the famed Orient E,pres�. 
(The cit) ,, as not officiall� renamed "btanbul' until 1910 ) Petcrc;on 
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I , 23 �.; .in. (-15.72 , 60.6 cm) 
Collectilm of the New Jersc) State 
t-.lu'-cum, Trenton; Gift oi Dr. and 
Mrs. George A. I lyman, FA 1973.2.6 

£t•(·11i111t -H1,1/limd n-l1t·m1t•11, 
\'t,1/md11111, 1907 
Oil on board 
2tl '\ 27 in. (50. x 68.51' cm) 
Collection of David !av Clark 
and Patrk1a King 

TTrc frlt', 1907 
Watercolor and gouache on paper 
28, 2 1 )  nn. (71.12 ' 55.24 on) 
Portland i\luSt!um of Art, l\laine; 
AnCln\ mow, Gift, 2001.l:i(i 

fon,·r Br,d_..:,·, c. 1907 
011 on carwas 
17 1 • , 23 1 :1 in. (45.0 , 59.7 cm) 
Courtes, of thii . atiunal \luseum of 
\\'omen.in the Arb, Wai;hington, D.C.; 
Gift of Alkc Kaplan 

Bnd_,,:,· IJ.{ S1xlr.,, c. I 90 
Oil on cam·a!> 
24 '\ 1 in. (60.% '\ 45.72 cm) 
Colll•,tion of Loi,; and Dougla� F1!>cher 

Brit11111y P1!11,1111t Wo111t•11, c. 190 
011 on cam·ac; 
1 1, >.. 24 , in. (-l6 '\ 6l.27cm) 
Collt'ction of the Vero Bl•ach \lu�um 
ol Art; Mu�um purchac;e \\ Ith fund., 
prlwided by 11,e Athena Society, 
200-1.002 

l\ l11rc/1f 11111 Fh•11r;:, 1901:> 
O1I on can\'a'> 
17 1 . ,  23 1 • in. (.J3.5 '\ ;s.7 cm) 
Terra foundation for American Art; 
Daniel J. Terra Cl!llect1on, 199-U7 

"1,1rkel in BriH111111, c. 190 
Oil lm can\'a-, 
19 '• , 25 '• in. (50.16 , b5.4 cm) 
Collection of the 'le\,ark 1'1u51:'um, 
88 10; Bcquc!>t ot Diana Bonnor 
Lewi!>, 191IB 

Sft'llt'llf\'t•11in, c. 190 
Watercolor and gouache 
12 >. 9 m. (30.-18 , 22. 6 cm) 
Collt-ction of Mr. ,md �!rs. Harold 
Reed; Court!!�� ot John Raimondi 
Galle!') 

n1,• \Ii/lag,• \\di Bnttn1111, c. 1908 
Oil on can\'a!> 
18 x 24 in. (-:t5.72 , 60.% cm) 
Prl\'ale Collection, Courtesv of 
"-en} Galleries, Columbu!,: Ohio 

Aral• O�f<' 81�kr11, c. 19 Ill 
Oil on cam a� 
l " 2-1 in. (45.72 , 60.96 cm) 
Collection of Charle� and Vlrgini,1 
80\,den 

A 811�11 Come,, 'iimi.,, c. 191D 
Oil on cam·a!-
24 , 1 in. (60.% , 45.72 cm) 
Caldwdl Galler�, I lud,on 

l/11/,n11 

Gouacht- on paper 
17 • '\ 23 1 , in (++. 1 3 ,  5b.i4 cm) 
Private Collt"ction; Courti:-sv of KCl1\' 
Galleries, Columbu�, Oh10· 

Ti,,-ki,/1 r111111t.1111 witli Cardm 
(From Lom� C. Tiff1111lf £,t,1t,•, 
011�ta 811111, c. 1910 
Oil .ind charcoal on cam� 
24 ln 1 in. lbl.6 , 4:;_7 cm) 
The Metropolitan Mu�um of Art, 
Gitt of Car:! and .\larhn Horwit-L, l 991 
(1991 .U6.1) 

\;i,111c,• C 1910 
01I on canw1, 
18 1 ,. '\ 23 ••,. in. (-15.b& " 60.80 cm) 
Collection ot K.lv ,:md John Bachmann 

Cn,mit·ti Stre,·t iu \min-, 1. 1912 
Gouachc on iUustrahon board 
23 1 � , 18 in. (60.33 , 45.72 cm) 
Purchased in Mcmorv of John 
Hemming Fn; Collection of the 
Canton ;\,lw,eum uf Art, Canton, Ohlo 

11fti1111(', Cardm, c. 1913 
Watercolor and gou.iche on papt!r 
28 '\ 22 in. (71.l , 55.9 cm) 
The I .ong Island � 1u�um of America 
Art, l Iistory and Carriagec;, Ston� 
Bmok, \;'Y; Gift of lhe [stat� oi 1\linam 
Gock1fsky, 200:J 120!.Xl.001 .0004) 

A11 At'll!mo,:m Cn/1, c 1914 
011 on can\,h 
40 , 30 111. { 101.b '\ 76.2 cm) 
Portland l\1uscum of Art, r-.taine; 
GiH of Jeanne Griffm and 
Dr. Lawr,mcc Ep�tcin, 2005.33 

Markt•/ Sr,•11,·, c. 1910 

� 


